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Antifreeze for the Soul
IT’S THAT SEASON OF A SAILOR’S DISCONTENT AGAIN. Frozen ponds. Frozen spirit.
Never fear, the CRonicle once more comes to the rescue. In addition to an extra
dose of Chuck Winder’s one-liners – guaranteed to cure the winter blues –  and a
gallery of photos from the 2007 Nationals in October that will give you plenty of
vicarious sailing kicks, you will find news about the 2008 Nationals that should fill
your head with excitement about Marblehead this fall. In the Boatyard column of
this issue you will find plans and instructions for building Mark Benedict’s boat
cradle that was much admired by 914ers in Deep River last fall, a winter project that
should keep the sailing juices flowing until spring rolls around again. And to oc-
cupy some more of the down time until water becomes a liquid again, on page 8 you
will find a link to an invaluable series of tutorials about the racing rules of RC
sailing, an absolute must read before the 2008 racing season begins.

If you need even more ideas for winter projects, you may want to consult the
CRonicle Archives to find other projects for you and your boat (go to www.
cr914class.org , click on CRonicle Archives and enter this quarter’s Members Area
password that you will find on page 16 of this issue). Here are a few suggestions:
convert to a removable rig: issue 46 (2005) p.10; add an extra purchase to your
lower shrouds: issue 51 (2006) pp. 4-5; build your own battery pack: issue 53 (2007)
pp. 6-7; modify your headstay and jib halyard setup so you don’t need to readjust
your jib halyard every time you change the rake of your mast: issue 53 p. 11; or build
a string of marks for your club: issue 55 (2007) pp. 4-5. 

photo credit: Carole Martin

etween 1992 and 1995 several wives in our big boat yacht club on Lake Ontario
purchased small RC boats for their husbands. The boats were around 20 inches
long and were called Cup Racers at a time when the CR 914 had not become

Three Years to the Nationals
The Voyage of CR 914s 1209, 1222,  and 1223

by Lee Cagwin

We discovered great people, new areas of the country,
fun people, new venues to sail on, helpful people, and the
opportunity to sail all day without any other obligations.
“

”

established in the United States. The kits were fairly  rudimentary and the completed
boats proved difficult to keep together, let alone sail. However a few of us did sail

B

 Issue 57 Winter, 2008



57:2 The CRonicle Winter 2008

the CRonicle
is published quarterly

Send comments, articles
photos and other material

to
the CRonicle

Dick Martin, Editor
1206 Castle Bay Place
Columbia, MO 65203

email: rhmartin@charter.net

CR 914 Class
A one-design class member of the

American Model Yachting Association

Class Secretary

Dick Martin ..................Columbia, MO

Advisory Committee Members

Chuck Winder .......... Marblehead, MA

Buttons Padin....... New Rochelle, NY
Ernest Freeland .......... Annapolis, MD

Howie McMichael ...... Larchmont, NY

Dave Ramos ................... Arnold, MD
Pablo Godel ......... West Chester, OH

Jean Malthaner ..........San Diego, CA

Chuck Luscomb ........ Deep River, CT

Class Measurer

Chuck Winder .......... Marblehead, MA

Class Webmaster

Pablo Godel ......... West Chester, OH

www.cr914class.org them very occasionally. We founded an
annual Thanksgiving regatta in Syra-
cuse, which we named the George
Dickel Cup in honor of the whisky we
would consume to keep warm in the
typical 20-30 degree temperatures and
frequent snows in upstate New York at
that time of year. The regatta would at-
tract five to eight boats of various
classes that other wives had given their
husbands to keep them occupied. A
number of children, including my two
sons, would attend the Geo. Dickel Cup
each year, and the parents would let
them sail.

Tyler, my oldest, took an unspoken
interest in the sport, and about four
years ago he tried to find a distributor
of that Cup Racer class. To his dismay,
he found that model had been discon-
tinued, but on the Internet he did find
an almost identical model, He bought
one and built it in record time, and one
Saturday spring morning he announced
that we were going to sail that after-
noon. Off we went to a local feeder
portion of the original Erie Canal. We
both launched and off  my boat went
upwind and back, sailing beautifully.
But Tyler announced that he was hav-
ing controller problems as his boat
bobbed in the middle of the small bay.
Long story short, within moments the
stern lowered, the bow rose and, like
the Titanic, down she went, stern first
to the bottom. Two hundred + hard
earned dollars gone and not even one

single upwind leg completed.
A year or so later my wife gave me

a CR 914 kit. It sat on the shelf while
our big boat took precedence. Tyler
grew impatient and in August ordered
his own 914 kit and again built it in
record time, complete with a custom
$250 paint job by a local body shop.
He had a ball sailing it and began to
talk about someday racing in the CR
914 Nationals, if I would ever get my
914 finished. My daughter, however,
said that I could not work on my boat
until I made her tack trunk for her horse,
promised months earlier. Christmas
brought her the tack trunk, along with
a 914 for Todd, our second son. Todd
and I assembled our boats during his
college Christmas break and on a warm
day in February, with Todd back at col-
lege, Tyler and I launched my 914 and
we sailed on our partially ice covered
Inner Harbor in Syracuse. Both boats
stayed afloat. What a great experience!

Soon we had a fleet of eight other
boats and formed the Inner Harbor
Model Yacht Club. We sail Sundays in
the fall and spring and Tuesday nights
in the summer. Great fun and great com-
petition! Meanwhile we kept reading
about CR 914 regattas around the coun-
try; we were tempted, but intimidated.
Those other guys have been sailing
these boats for a long time – some of
them much of their lives.

Finally we summoned our courage
and in November, 2006 Tyler and I

Lee Cagwin (1222) and Todd Cagwin  (1223) are on the right side of this photo taken at the 2005
Geo. Dickle Cup in Syracuse, New York. (Reprinted from CRonicle 49, Winter 2006)
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drove to Baltimore where we picked up
Todd and drove on to Annapolis to en-
ter our first 914 regatta. Dave Ramos
had told us we would have a good time,
and he couldn’t have been more cor-
rect. Ernest Freeland put on a great two-
day event and we had a ball. I found
that my heart was in my throat for the
first few races until I settled down. This
was more nerve racking than big boat
racing, but at least the ‘crew’ was more
manageable. The Annapolis group was
great to sail with and we met some won-
derful people, and not all from Annapo-
lis. Besides finding out that Ernest’s
wife’s family once lived in upstate NY,
we met Connie Pilling who had sailed
with my uncles and cousins on Barnegat
Bay years before.

On our way home from Annapolis
we decided to attempt the Larchmont
Spring Regatta that we had heard and
read so much about. Over the winter the

venue was moved to Connecticut and
although we had hoped to see
Larchmont we were determined to do a
spring regatta and off we went to Deep
River. Chuck Luscomb was very help-
ful and most gracious to us. Friday night
there was a picnic and get together at
Chuck’s barn, an experience in itself,
and once again we enjoyed the chance
to meet more great people from other
areas of the country, including Chicago
and San Diego. A full day racing on
Saturday was capped off by a great din-
ner attended by all. Sunday racing was
cancelled due to weather and we drove
home to three feet of wet spring snow
in Syracuse.

On our way home from Deep River
we decided that we have to keep attend-
ing these regattas. So what’s next? The
2007 Nationals! What the heck – we are
having so much fun, meeting so many
wonderful people and finding so many

Todd Cagwin’s #1223 and Tyler Cagwin’s Uprising duke it out at the 2007 Nationals.

common threads besides our 914s. And
the ultimate bonus is that you get to sail
all day (or more) without lawn duties,
household chores, phones or any other
‘honey-do’ stuff.

We have found that it is the people
that make these events great, and the
Nationals again proved that is true. Stan
and Kathy Horan of DPMYC did a
great job of running the regatta. With
the assistance of Chuck Luscomb and
Brian Jobson we three Cagwins were
graciously taken in by Brian’s sister Jill
and her husband Chuck Pointexter. And
once again we found all sorts of com-
mon threads. Mark Benedict now man-
ages the Old Lyme Marina where thirty
years ago my wife and I launched our
25-foot O’Day that we had trailed from
Syracuse to sail for two weeks on Long
Island Sound. Rocco and Ruth
Campanelli until recently sailed a
Pearson Flyer similar to the Pearson 39
we now sail. Bucky Buchanan sails with
one of our home club members on J/
29s and Lightnings.

Where else but a big regatta, like the
Nationals, can you meet and sail with
the likes of our Class Secretary Dick
Martin, Chuck Winder, Biff Martin,
Jean Malthaner, Chuck Luscomb, Dave
Ramos, Hank Buchanan and so many,
many more. At every event we have at-
tended Dave Ramos has gone out of his
way to assist anyone in rigging, repair-
ing or tuning their boats – even while
the races are in process! I have never
participated in a sport where you receive
so much assistance from your competi-
tors.

What have we discovered on our
voyage? Great people, new areas of the
country, fun people, new venues to sail
on, helpful people, and the opportunity
to sail all day without any other obliga-
tions. And where else can I spend a full
weekend with my two grown sons do-
ing something we all love!! You just
have to get out there and do it. I still
find my heart in my throat for the first
few races until I settle down. But that’s
what it is all about. These guys are com-
petitive and the 914 is a great boat to
sail. Now we have to get to Larch-
mont… and Marblehead, and… 

photo credit: Jill Poindexter
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Memories from the 2007 Nationals
IT’S BEEN NEARLY THREE  MONTHS since our 2007 national
championship regatta was hosted by the Dry Pants Model
Yacht Club in Deep River, Connecticut. In the hope that im-
ages of the action and fun we had there will help get us
through the long winter, here is a montage of 18 of the
423 photos that were taken there. (Credits for them
go to Jill Poindexter, Bill Tubbs, Brian Jobson
and Dick Martin.) And to give those who weren’t
there and haven’t read Mark Benedict’s excel-
lent report about the regatta, here is a brief ex-
cerpt that will give you the flavor.

“The camaraderie that sailing in the CR-914
class engenders is remarkable. From the Larchmont
Spring Regatta to regional events across the country and the
national championship regattas on either coast, this group of
model sailing enthusiasts always greets one another as though
they are long lost friends. This year’s championship regatta
was attended by many of the East Coast regulars. There was

a large Connecticut contingent, along with some of the usual
suspects from Marblehead, Annapolis and Larchmont. From
the west, the San Diego Model Yacht Club arrived in force
along with our stalwart class secretary Dick Martin who drove

out from Missouri, and Texan Charles Porth who
‘stopped in’ for the weekend on his way out to Cape

Cod. The Cagwin clan, father Lee and sons Todd
and Tyler, down from Syracuse and up from
Maryland, made the trip as well. Larry Adams
won the coveted Bottle of Gosling’s Rum Tro-

phy for being the furthest traveled as his address
is the westernmost of the five San Diegans who

participated.” (Follow links on the class website at
www.cr914class.org  to read Mark’s full report and the com-
plete final results.)

Incidentally, DPMYC has to have the best name, and by
far the best burgee, of any yacht club, large or small, in the
whole wide world, don’t you agree? 
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Some competitors were more enthusiastic than
others, like the class secretary here between heats.
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Room at the mark! Pinwheels like these at the windward and offset marks, which often were more than 50 yards from the control area, made things very
“interesting.” Add a few 60-degree shifts, and adverbs like “chaotic,” “frustrating,” and several that are unprintable became more appropriate.

Here is the way the same heat looked about 10 seconds later.
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2008 National Championships
September 26-28, Marblehead, Massachusetts

by Sarra Tubbs

PLANNING IS UNDER  WAY for the 2008
Nationals which will be hosted by the
Marblehead Model Yacht Club, in co-
operation with the Corinthian Yacht
Club where the social events will be
held on Friday and Saturday evenings.
Look for further information that will
be posted on the class website and pub-
lished in the spring issue of the
CRonicle. And reserve the dates for
Friday-Sunday, September 26-28 and
begin to make your plans to join us in
Marblehead next fall now. Corinthian Yacht Club, founded in 1885

CR 914s racing in the 2007 New England Championships on Redd’s Pond in Marblehead

SINCE THE SPRING OF 2006 (issue 143)
the American Model Yachting Associa-
tion quarterly, Model Yachting,
has featured a racing rules tuto-
rial written by Bill Worrall en-
titled “Let’s Race with the
Rules.” There have been seven
four-page installments thus far,
each of which is illustrated with
a bunch of Worrall’s excellent
original drawings like the one
reproduced here, and all by
themselves they have been more
than worth the $25/year cost of
AMYA membership, which includes a
subscription to Model Yachting.

Each tutorial features a sidebar en-

Let’s Race with the Rules
titled “Myth or Rule?” that reviews
common misinterpretations such as the

“no contact, no foul” myth and its flip
side, the idea that you must touch an-
other boat to prove that she fouled you.

The current installment concludes with
the admonition, “Remember, sailing is

not a contact sport. Let’s race
with the rules.”

If you have missed some or
all of these tutorials, which are
intended to be read in sequence
from the beginning, they are
available in PDF form on the
AMYA website, specifically at
www.modelyacht.org/my/rac-
ing rulestutorial.html. Every
914er should read every one of
them (and you better start soon

— before long their total mass, which
already numbers 21 pages, will begin
to look overwhelming).
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THE SAN DIEGO CR 914 FLEET sailing
season concluded with our annual
awards dinner November 4 at the San
Diego Yacht Club.   Our four fleet mem-
bers who competed in the 2007 CR 914
national championship regatta narrated
a slide show of this terrific event. This
gave our fleet members good insight
into the venue and racing conditions at
this picturesque east coast pond.  David
Ryan was singled out for his come from
behind second place finish in the Na-
tionals.

Annual high point awards were pre-
sented to the following CR 914 skip-
pers: first place – David Ryan; second
– Jean Malthaner; third – Dan Aeling;
fourth – Larry Adams; fifth – Sandy
Purdon.

Special recognition was given to
Jean Malthaner for participating in all
32 racing events in 2007. Larry Adams
missed only the Corte Madera regatta,
but his excuse was a good one. He was
on his honeymoon in Hawaii.

Our 2008 racing season starts Janu-
ary 20 with the first of three Winter
Series events. 

San Diego CR 914 Fleet
by Dick Huntington

The large trophy in the center of this photo of one of the trophy cases in the San Diego Yacht Club
is the Sir Thomas Lipton Cup. On the left is the CR 914 Cup, the new perpetual trophy awarded
to our national champion and won in 2007 by David Ramos. The trophy on the right is the San
Diego CR 914 fleet War Eagle high point perpetual trophy won again in 2007 by David Ryan.

2007 High Point Champs – L-R, High Point Award Recipients Jean Malthaner, David Ryan,
Dan Aeling, Larry Adams, Dick Huntington (accepting for Sandy Purdon)

photo credit: Elaine Huntington

photo credit: Dick Huntington

www.rcyachts.com

Dave Ramos
227 Main Street

Stevensville, MD 21666
(410) 604-3907

Two fish swim into a concrete
wall. One fish turns to the
other and says, “Dam!”
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THE BOATYARD

few 914ers have admired the cradle that I built for

Build a Custom Cradle for Your CR 914
by Mark Benedict

Instructions

Although this cradle can be built from solid lumber, I
recommend using a good quality hardwood veneer plywood
for its durability. My cradle is made from ¾" teak plywood.
Exposed edge grain has been veneered with teak strips for a
furniture-like appearance. Some veneer core plywood, such
as Baltic Birch, can have an edge grain which is fairly at-
tractive. Veneering the plywood edges is optional but if you
have access to a good woodworker’s supply house, see if
they have your wood veneer available in a 1" wide roll with
an adhesive backing. Solid lumber that matches the plywood
veneer is used for making the handle and the keel block.

1) Begin by cutting the three plywood pieces. On a table
saw, cut the base to the size shown and the uprights with
the rabbeted corner joint, leaving some extra height to
shape the tops.

 2) The drawing shows the hull station shape of the forward

from which he could duplicate it. This cradle is simple in
design and is functional in a variety of ways. In the upright
position the boat sits on a relatively stable platform. When
the cradle is lying on its side the boat is safe from a knock
down in the highest winds, and it is also nicely positioned
for sighting down the mast and viewing sail shape. Secured
in the cradle, transporting a CR 914 by vehicle is easily man-
aged. Traditionally, half models and yacht design profiles
show the bow pointing to the viewer’s right but in this cradle,
with a 15 degree angle of heel built in, the bow points to the
left and, in a pleasant departure from sailing reality, the boat
is perpetually on starboard tack. Brian finally got his full
scale copy of the cradle plan and now he has encouraged me
to make it more widely available. So here it is.

upright at its forward edge and the aft upright at its aft
edge. Both hull shape cuts should be beveled slightly to-
wards the middle of the boat. If your sabre saw or small
band saw can be angled, set it at nine degrees for the
forward upright and 6 degrees for the aft upright. House
carpenters ‘cut the line’ so the piece ‘fits’ without any
fuss. Instead, however, use the boat builder’s approach
which is to ‘leave the line’ and plan to work the wood to
a close fit after the cradle is assembled.

3) After making the hull station cuts, cut the handle and
shape it so that the three plywood pieces and the handle
can be glued and screwed together in one operation. If
you have built your own CR 914 you are familiar with
WEST System epoxy. Assemble the pieces dry with
screws, check the joints for good fit and reassemble with
epoxy slightly thickened to the consistency of mayon-
naise. Clean up any wet epoxy excess thoroughly with
alcohol.

4) Once the cradle has been assembled it is time to finesse
the upright fit to the boat bottom with a rasp or a drum
sander. When finished, the keel bulb should be just touch-
ing the base with the boat heeled at about 15 degrees.

5) After a good fit is achieved, fashion and screw the keel
block in place so that it fits tight to the bulb. Do not glue
the keel block.

6) If the plywood edge grain is to be veneered, now is the
time to do it. Then the cradle is ready for application of a
finish. On my teak, I chose to use a satin varnish.   �

Seabiscuit, and Brian Jobson (Flying Tiger) has been
after me for the longest time to create a drawingA
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 NOTES

Base and uprights are cut from 3/4" plywood with hardwood veneer to suit.

Handle, keel block and plugs are made from solid lumber to match veneer ply.

Where fitted to hull and keel, upright and keel block are felt lined.

Where exposed, plywood end grain is covered with veneer strips.

All joints to be epoxied except for the keel block.

Fasteners are #8 x 1-1/4" wood screws, plugs are 3/8" diam.

Cinch strap is fastened to base, runs beneath keel block and wraps around bulb,
to secure (see photo).

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

 �more
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7) After the finish application, the final touch is to line the
hull and bulb contours with adhesive-backed felt on the
uprights and the keel block.

8) To secure the boat in the cradle, a cinch strap as shown in
the photos works well. The strap should run between the
keel block and the base, and it should wrap around the
bulb just aft of the fin trailing edge.

9) The cinch strap will hold the boat more securely if, in
addition to being captured by the keel block, it is secured
to the base about 1-1/2" away from the block just to the
port side of the bulb. This helps keep the bulb nested
tightly to the cradle. I used a thin piece of stainless steel,
countersunk for #6 tapping screws to accomplish this.
The stainless steel holder is covered with electrical tape
to protect the keel bulb from scratching (I removed the
tape for some of the photos).

With some fairly basic woodworking skills and shop
tools, this cradle is pretty easy to put together. Go to
www.cr914class.org/cradle.php to download a PDF file of
a full-size copy of the plan, which can be e-mailed to a local
Staples, Kinko’s or other copy and blueprinting service where
they can reproduce the drawing in full scale. The printout
will be 24" x 18" and should cost about $2.00. If you have
any construction questions, please feel free to contact ‘the
designer’ at markjbenedict@hotmail.com.

Take your time and do a nice job, and you may even get
away with displaying your boat on its new cradle in the liv-
ing room.

The building instructions, a PDF of the full-size plan,
and several more photos will also be available permanently
in the Members Area of our class website. 

I WAS SAILING VOODOO ONE DAY and had a problem with an
electrical connection. Necessity is the mother of invention. I
had no soldering equipment or crimp connectors and wanted
to get back to racing. When I was young, I maintained three
miles of telephone line from the farmhouse to the telephone
company’s line. We used a ‘lineman splice’ to repair the con-
nectors and coated them with tar to make them weatherproof.

Quick Fix for Broken Wires
by David Graves

On Voodoo I made the Western Union/Lineman splice
shown above, but instead of tar I used CA glue to cover the
splice as the one above has been coated with solder. The
splice is as strong as any solder splice, and when tested back
in my shop it showed drop or increase in resistance that I
could measure. The splice is very neat. It takes about two
minutes and requires no special setup or clean up.

Completed Western Union/Lineman spliceInitial wrap Soldered splice

Solder serves both as a ‘glue’ and a conductor. CA glue,
however, is an insulator I conclude that the reason my CA-
lineman splice worked was because of the mechanical con-
nectivity of the Western Union splice. I used small pliers
and mashed the splice tightly. Note that the CA wicks into
the strands of copper both at the splice and onto the wire at
either end. So if the splice is not twisted tight the insulating

properties of CA glue between the strands of wire could pro-
duce high resistance. I am not sure I would use the CA-line-
man splice in place of soldering, but for a quick fix at the
pond, it works! 

photo credits:
NASA Technical Standards

Crimping, Interconnecting Cables, Harnesses, and Wiring
NASA-STD-8739.4 w/Change 2, February 1998
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Wave length
Radio wave length is easy to calculate. Radio waves travel

at the speed of light, 186,272.4 miles/second, or [(186,272.4)
x (5,280 ft/mile)] = 983,518,272 ft/sec.

A gigahertz is one billion (1,000 million, i.e., 109) cycles
per second. Thus 2.4 GHz = 2.4 x 109.

Wave length  = speed of radio waves ÷ radio frequency.
For a 2.4 GHz radio wave, the wave length is:

983,518,272 ft/sec ÷ 2.4 x 109  =  0.4098 ft. = 4.92 inches.
(Half a wave length = 2.46 inches.)

Wave reflection
A cause of radio control ‘dropouts’ in model boats may

be reflection of the transmitted signal off the surface of the
water. Theoretically, the worst distance for a reflective sur-
face is 1/2 wave length. It is interesting to note that 1/2 wave-
length at 2.4 GHz is about 2-1/2 inches, which is close to the
height of a conventionally mounted AR6000 receiver above
the water. The distance to the water is a little larger for a
receiver mounted forward under deck than it is mounted on
the servo board or under the bottom of the cockpit.

Horizon Hobbies recommendations
Tech support at Horizon Hobbies (the company that mar-

kets Spektrum radios) suggests that receiver antennas should
be oriented in a plane perpendicular to the surface of the

Some Thoughts about Spektrum Antennas and the ‘Dropout’ Problem

report from the CR 914 engineer by Chuck Winder

water, arranged in an upward “V.” Most boats currently ori-
ent their receiver antennas in a plane roughly parallel to the
water.

Also, because I was experiencing dropouts I recently re-
turned a Spektrum receiver for service. It came back to me
with the antennas cut down to only 1" measured from the
case. The technician stated, “A longer [receiver] antenna will
only degrade the receiver’s ability to hear the transmitter.”
According to the tech,  antenna length should be 1-1/8" (so
1/8" of the antenna must be inside the case). Tech support
did not explained why the original receivers were shipped
with 3.75" antennas. The shorter Rx antennas will make it
easier to orient the antennas out of a horizontal plane.

At this point I wouldn't recommend that we all shorten
Spektrum receiver antennas to 1-1/8", but when the factory
service people do it there must be some data to support it.

Other antenna and wave length data
The effective length of the DX6 transmitter antenna is

3.5 inches (source: James Anderson in his Internet posting
about repairing broken transmitter antennas, www.okanagan
modelsailboat.org/DX6%20antenna%20fix.html). The re-
maining antenna wire length is shielded and inactive. On the
Spektrum AR6000 receiver the antennas are 3.75 inches long.

For reference, wave lengths for selected conventional RC
radios are in the table. 

Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says “I’ve lost
my electron.”

The other says “Are you sure?”

The first replies “Yes, I’m positive.”

Winder One-ders
I was feeling a bit depressed the other day, so I
called Lifeline.

I was put through to a call center outsourced in
Pakistan.

I explained that I was feeling suicidal.

They became excited at this news and wanted to
know if I could drive a truck or fly an airplane....
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RADIO ACTIVITY

EVER Y S PEKTRUM OWNER probably
knows that the transmitter can store pro-
grammed settings for up to 10 models
(boats and/or airplanes). What you may
not know, and what I just discovered,
is that a receiver is bound to the trans-
mitter and not to a specific program.

This means that if you have two or
more boats with individual receivers
and only one transmitter, all of the re-
ceivers can be used for any of the boats.
All you need to do is change the model

How to use more than one Spektrum receiver
by Brian Jobson

Spektrum receivers in one boat.  I have
confirmed that using two receivers
bound to the same transmitter I can run
the mainsheet winch off of one receiver
and my rudder, jib trim, and twicher off
the other receiver. (Note that these ex-
tras are not class legal on CR 914s.)

If you were really adventurous you
could even launch multiple boats con-
trolled by one transmitter and sail them
all like a water ballet! (I would not rec-
ommend doing this, but you could.) 

Raincoats
by Dick Martin

selection on the transmitter to the boat
you are using.

Thus I can grab a Spektrum receiver
out of any of my other boats and take it
along to a regatta as my spare, without
needing the binding chip.  If I run into
problems with the first receiver I just
swap out the receivers and as long as I
keep the program on my transmitter the
same my settings will not change.

 Those of us who sail other classes
such as the EC-12 can actually use two

YOU TAKE FOUL WEATHER GEAR to re-
gattas when there is rain in the forecast,
but does your radio? If not, here is a
very simple winter doldrums project
that you can complete in less than an
hour and that will pay big dividends the
next time it rains on your parade.

Design criteria
The raincoat needs to be virtually

waterproof, of course, and big enough
to cover the transmitter with your hands
inside it operating the joysticks. Even a
very flexible bag can bind the sticks if
you try to operate them through the bag.
A plastic bag that is 12" wide x 15"
deep, like the one from a local hardware

store that is shown in these photos,
works for me. Pick a bag that is reason-
ably strong so it will last. The plastic
around the hole for the antenna should
be reinforced to reduce the likelihood
of tearing; this is absolutely essential if
you want to use a bag more than one
time. Dacron sail repair tape works very
nicely, but you could use virtually any
other fairly wide tape.

Specific tricks
Make the hole for the antenna fit

very snugly over the antenna. If you use
a reinforcing sleeve over the weak joint
in the Spektrum antenna like I do, re-
move it when you slip the bag over the
antenna and then put it back on. If you
want to hang the ‘bagged’ transmitter
around your neck like you do on a clear
day, tie a small loop of Spectra to the

attachment point on the transmitter, and
make the hole in your bag just large
enough to let you tease the loop through
it with a pointed forcep. Stick a rein-
forcing patch like the one for the an-
tenna over that hole too.

A more elegant variation
Innovative entrepreneur Steve Lang

has designed the ultimate transmitter
bag, which he calls the ‘TransMitt.’
Fleece lined and equipped with a zip-
per, it both protects the transmitter from
the rain and your hands from the cold.
If you a looking for a more ambitious
project than my plastic bag, you could
design and build something similar. Or
you can order a TransMitt from Steve
(www.sailrclaser.comrc_laser_ boats_
and_accessories.html) for $25. 

The hole for the antenna (at the bottom in
this photo) is reinforced with 2" diameter
patches of sail repair tape on each side. The
smaller patch covers an accidental hole (the
patch for the neck strap loop is hidden on
the back of the bag in this picture).

The elegant, fleece lined, Steve Lang-
designed ‘TransMitt.’
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SHARP EYES MAY HAVE NOTICED a funny-
looking gizmo attached to the front of

Spektrum Neck Strap Adaptor
by Dick Martin

the DX6 pictured on the previous page.
This cute, and beautifully machined,
little gadget would make a neat ‘stock-
ing stuffer’ to ask Santa to bring your
Spektrum radio next Christmas, or you
can spend $13.99 yourself and order it
from your hobby store or the Horizon
Hobbies website (www.horizon hobby
.com/Products/Default.aspx?ProdID
=SPM6703). When it is attached to the
Spektrum transmitter, its adjustments

allow you to alter the balance of the
transmitter so that the angle at which it
hangs from your neck strap suits your
joysticking style. 

I ‘cheated’ when I made this photograph. It shows Sten Wiechel’s Hastings crossing the finish line in a Mid-Missouri Model Sailing Club race last
fall with its sails backlighted by the late afternoon sun. It was enhanced by the use of a ‘star filter,’ similar to the ones that are used to produce those
star-like artifacts around floodlights in telecasts of night foodball games. In addition, the contrast was markedly increased and some distracting
clutter on the far shore was removed with Photoshop.

Spektrum SPM6703 Neck Strap Adaptor

photo credit: Dick Martin
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New Boats and Owners
 Sail
 No. Boat name Owner City State

3 Chuck Luscomb Deep River C T

863 Chuck Porth Houston T X

1186 El Sveño Brad Alberts San Diego CA

1417 Sinker Jose Rosado Spring T X

1445 Ric Dexter Swampscott MA

1446 William Stewart Brewerton NY

1447 Whip! Kevin Hartley Arnoldsville GA

1448 Steve Toschi Grover Beach CA

1449 William Uhl North Sutton NH

1450 Donald W. Upmal Brick NJ

1451 William Hough Grasonville MD

1452 Willaim Edwards Fort Smith AR

1453 Gayle Edwards Fort Smith AR

1454 John McGeown Greenwich C T

1455 Viper Michael Fitch Edmonds WA

1456 Dave Beyer Annapolis MD

1457 Lloyd Kitchen Mount Arlington NJ

1458 Michael Gruber Andover NJ

1459 Michael Gruber Andover NJ

1460 Wayne Colquitt Ann Arbor MI

1461 Kevin R. Baum Portsmouth VA

1462 Steven R. Baum Portsmouth VA

1463 David M. Bresford Catonsville MD

1464 Mike Carlson Houston T X

1465 Bly Hartley Arnoldsville GA

Have you ever wondered whether the CRonicle

When does my subscription expire?
Look at the mailing label on the cover of this issue. Imme-
diately after your name you will see a number. That will be
the last issue in your current subscription. If it says 60, for
example, you’re good through October, 2008. If it says 58
or 59, however, it would be a good idea to renew right
now, before you forget. Your new subscription will simply
be added to the number of issues remaining in your cur-
rent one.

Have you ever wondered whether the CRonicle was over-
due, only to go back and find that the last issue you re-
ceived (quite some time ago) bore a warning that it would
be your last issue unless you renewed your subscription?
There will be bright fluorescent labels on the address page
and at the top of the first page of your last issue the next
time your subscription is due to run out. You need to re-
member to renew the very moment you see those colored
labels!

If you don’t, you will receive a reminder (but no CRonicle)
when the next issue is published. But if you don’t remem-
ber to renew then, you won’t receive another reminder.

The Editor

The CRonicle Honor Role

The following dozen Heros of the CR 914 Class con-
tributed ideas, articles, reports, photos and/or letters
for this issue.

Mark Benedict ...............................................Essex, CT
Lee Cagwin.......................................... Fayetteville, NY
David Graves .........................................Bronxville, NY
Dick Huntington ....................................San Diego, CA

Elaine Huntington .................................San Diego, CA
Brian Jobson ..............................................Wolcott, CT

Carole Martin ..........................................Columbia, MO

Dick Martin ..............................................Columbia, MO

Jill Poindexter ............................................Madison, CT
Bill Tubbs ............................................Marblehead, MA

Sarra Tubbs ........................................Marblehead, MA
Chuck Winder ....................................Marblehead, MA

CR 914 Class website PASSWORD
This quarter’s password is:

decree (case sensitive)

This password will expire on April 5 and
will be replaced by a new password that
you will find in this location in Issue 58
of the CRonicle.

Deadlines for future CRonicles
submission  publication

issue deadline           date

58 - Spring, 2008 ......................Mar 15 ................... Apr 1

59 - Summer, 2008 ..................June 15 ..................July 1

60 - Autumn, 2008 ................... Sept 15 ................... Oct 1

61 - Winter, 2009 ......................Dec 15 ................... Jan 2

But submissions are welcome any time.  There’s no
law that says that you must wait until a deadline!

There are 5,820 English words that contain “CR.”
(Source: wordnavigator.com)
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Name
Address
City         State     Zip    Country
Telephone Email
Current AMYA membership number      Club affiliation (if any)

Send completed form to
AMYA Membership Secretary

Michelle Dannenhoffer
P.O. Box 360374

Melbourne, FL 32936
888-237-9524 (toll free)

office@amya.org

AMERICAN MODEL YACHTING ASSOCIATION
Application for membership     Check one: New___ Renewal____

Check one: Adult-$25___  Family-$27.50___  Junior-$12.50___
Add $10 for postage in Canada and $15 for other countries. Add $10 for first class mail delivery in U.S.

Enclose check or money order payable to AMYA, or check one: Mastercard__  VISA__

card number__________________________   expiration date________ signature____________________________________

List all model sailboats you own:

class sail number

         CR 914 _______
______________ _______
______________ _______

Name Sail number(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Email   Evening phone number (        )        -

AMYA Number (if you are a member of the American Model Yachting Association)

Sailing club affiliation (if any) Boat name:

Mail check with this form
to: CR 914 Class Secretary

   1206 Castle Bay Place
 Columbia, MO 65203

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION to CR 914 COMMUNICATIONS
It’s quick and easy to do:

1. Check your name and address on the mailing label on the reverse side of this form.
2. If the information there is correct, all you need to fill in below is your current email address (they change often)

and anything else that is new or has changed since the last time you subscribed.
3. Write a check for $10 (18 months, 6 issues of the CRonicle) or $20 (13 issues) payable to R. H. Martin/AMYA.
4. Cut out this form. (If you prefer to make a copy of it be sure to copy both sides!)
5. Stick this form and your check in an envelope and mail to the address shown at the bottom of this form.

Questions?
Contact Dick Martin
rhm@ussailing.net

(573) 256-7213

Make check
payable to:

R H Martin/AMYA

Want to register
 another CR 914?

Download a registration form at
www.cr914class.org/pdfs/

registration_form.pdf
57

cut here&
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CR 914 Class
1206 Castle Bay Place
Columbia, MO 65203
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